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The question "which has often been asked of late, How
far this new Empire is the lawful successor or representa-
tive of the Empire which expired in 1806, need not, after
what has been said in earlier chapters, receive here more
than a passing mention. For it will be remembered that
the Holy Roman Empire of the German nation, the crea-
tion of Otto the Great, was formed by the union (which
eventually became a fusion) in one person of two
quite distinct political entities, the German kingdom,
which was then passing from primitive tribe-chieftainship
into a feudal monarchy, and the Roman Empire with its
claims of universal autocratic sway, expressing on its
historical side the traditional reverence for the name of
Rome, and on its theological the idea of the unity of all
Christians in a visible state and church. In the new
Empire there is no such union : it represents one only of
those two elements, the German kingdom which Otto
received from his father before his fatal journey to
Rome. It has put away, let us hope for ever, the
dream of dominion over peoples of a different blood
and speech, for it is based upon, has indeed been created
in virtue of, that very principle of nationality to which
the theory of the Holy Empire was most conspicuously
opposed.

The imperial name has indeed been revived, both on
account of its venerable associations and because it best
seems to express the titular superiority of the head of the
state over tie kings and grand dukes whose dominions
compose its body. But the idea of an Emperor of a
district, be it great or small, was wholly repugnant to
mediaeval doctrine, which could imagine one Emperor
only, lord of all Christians, just as it could recognize only
one Pope. And it is, perhaps, some lingering respect for
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